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day professional lives.  Fellows who
are currently teaching, for exam-
ple, are agents of reform in their
classrooms as they create curricu-
lum that is meaningful, relevant,
and engaging for all students,
including disadvantaged students,
English learners, and Special
Education students.  Curriculum is
very political as textbooks and stan-
dardized tests define what counts
as important knowledge that stu-
dents need to know.  Often, man-
dated curriculum programs or
adopted textbooks do little to pro-
vide meaningful and engaging
learning experiences for students,
particularly for students whose
skills are below their grade level.
When teachers decide to blend
mandated curriculum and text-
books with curriculum they believe
is important and relevant to stu-
dents’ growth as learners and stu-
dent achievement, they are creat-
ing change in education.  In other
words, when teachers do what they
believe is best for all students, their
actions have the potential to
increase students’ access to oppor-
tunities such as college prep cours-
es and to change students’ views of
school and students’ views of
what’s possible for their futures.

Kim:

Reform can take a variety of forms,
some more public than others.  I
believe that SDAWP fellows are
agents of reform in education.
Some innovate in their own class-
rooms and inspire students to learn
in ways others haven't yet imag-
ined.  They touch students, fami-
lies, and their local communities
with their work.  They encourage
students and families who may not
have found education a welcoming
place.  Others share their expertise
beyond their classrooms.  They go
into schools and districts different
from their own and listen to the
struggles that other teachers and
other students face.  They examine
mandates and find ways to incorpo-
rate the best of the mandates with 
practices they know offer students
opportunities and support. Others
publish, through writing and/or
presenting to open their thinking
and their practice to a wider educa-
tional audience.  They let their stu-
dents' stories and experiences
shape the work of other teachers.
There are many ways to enact

change—but I think Ghandi said it
best when he said, "You must be the
change you want to see in the
world."

Makeba:

Ghandi’s words teach me that hope
for education reform that’s rele-
vant, inclusive of teachers, and last-
ing lies within each SDAWP fellow.

Our actions everyday string togeth-
er into our professional lives, as 
complicated as they may be by the
challenges, fears, victories (big and
small), passions, and politics.

SDAWP fellows may not always see
their everyday professional lives
and routines as actions in the ser-
vice of important education reform.
I believe our interactions with stu-
dents, colleagues, parents, and
community always carry the possi-
bility of making a difference.  That
gives me enough to feel and think
that hope is present and strong.  

Kim:

For me, the SDAWP is a community
of education professionals who
offer hope for the future.  Reform is
not a something that magically
fixes problems.  Change is only pos-
sible through the actions of the peo-
ple involved.  I know that smart,
caring, and committed profession-
als make a difference.

hold onto the idea that systemic
change needs us all to take risks by
asking and exploring hard and
important questions about educa-
tion, teaching, and learning.
Individual teachers who choose to
participate in our programs have
the opportunity to begin their
search in a safe, professional space.
But as a project, I think we too have
to be proactive and do what we can
to reach out to teachers who still
view change and growth as failure.
Doing so does not guarantee that
those teachers will take that first
step.  But we’ve done our best to
communicate that the writing pro-
ject is here when they are ready.  

How can Fellows of the 

SDAWP be agents of reform 

in education?  

Makeba:

I believe Fellows of the SDAWP can
be agents of reform in their every-

I believe our 

interactions with 

students, 

colleagues, 

parents, and 

community 

always carry 

the possibility 

of making 

a difference. 

—Makeba Jones

Project Notes...
Karen Wroblewski
(SDAWP 1989) is now principal
at the San Diego High Education
Complex School of International
Studies.

Patty Ladd (SDAWP 1994) is
now principal at Keiller Middle
School in the San Diego Unified
School District.

Sam Patterson (SDAWP
1998) has had his article "How
Much is Too Much? Effective and
Ethical Response to Application
Essays" chosen by The NACAC
Editorial Board for publication in
a future issue of the Journal of
College Admission. 

Kim Douillard (SDAWP 1992)
has been chosen by the National
Writing Project to be a coordina-
tor for the upcoming Project
Outreach 3. 

The SDAWP will host the
National Writing Project’s Urban
Sites Conference scheduled for
April 28-29, 2006 in San Diego.


